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have hallowed the Russian land with Martyrs' blood. . . . Run and
jump into the flames. Here is my body. Devil. Take and eat it. My
soul you cannot take.*
The resistance of the faithful no brutality could overcome:
banished to Siberia, their tongues cut out, executed, muti-
lated, burnt alive, they welcomed death in the cause of their
Lord, and even an amputated hand miraculously brought
together its two fingers to make the Sign of the Cross in the
fashion hallowed by the Fathers of the Church. The East
Roman had preferred the triumph of the Turk to the victory
of the papal tiara: similarly Awakum hopes for a second
Titus to destroy the New Jerusalem (Nikon's monastery)
and the heretical city Moscow. 'I trust in God that he will
raise the Turk to avenge the blood of our Martyrs.' To the
Tsar Theodore he writes: 'If you let me have my way, I
would lay them all low in a single day as did Elijah___This
would not have sullied my hands, but sanctified them___
We would begin by quartering the dog Nikon and afterwards
all the Nikonites.' With God's prophet Awakum could
claim: 'I have been very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts/
Devotion to the Lord of life and for the Nikonite blasting
scorn: 'All we need to do is to spit on their doings and their
ritual and on their new-fangled books, then all will be well/
And thus in the Cathedral Church, in the presence of the
Tsar, Login, Archpriest of Murom, 'was consumed with
the zeal of God's Fire and he defied Nikon and spat across the
threshold to the altar straight into his eyes, and loosening
his girdle he tore off his shirt and flung it at the altar into
Nikon's face'.
But despite the passionate loyalty of the Old Believers to
the traditional faith Anti-Christ triumphed. Though Nikon
was forced to withdraw from Moscow to a monastery, the
Nikonites carried the day. At the Council of 1666 Nikon
was condemned and imprisoned, but Awakum and the Old
Believers were excommunicated, and at the same Council the
Russian bishops under the influence of the Patriarchs of
Alexandria and Antioch were constrained to disavow the
Council of 1551 which had proclaimed Russian orthodoxy
as the pattern for the Church of the East: 'the Metropolitan
Macarius and those with him had acted and made their